Christmastide

FIRST CHURCH
IN CAMBRIDGE
Congregational 1633-1636
United Church of Christ
Garden and Mason Streets
Cambridge, Massachusetts

WELCOME TO FIRST CHURCH
IN CAMBRIDGE...
Grounded in God
Growing in Community
Acting in Love
Whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, we are thankful that you are with us
today, and we hope that you will stay for a bit after worship for refreshments and
conversation. First Church is an open and affirming, just peace congregation of the United
Church of Christ. If you’d like to know more about us, please introduce yourself to one of
the ministers after church and explore our website at www.firstchurchcambridge.org.
Large print bulletins and assistive listening devices are available.
Please ask a greeter for assistance.

New to First Church in Cambridge?
Please take the time to fill out one of the pew cards
and place it in the offering basket during the service.
Name tags are available at both the front and back entrances of the sanctuary.
Children of all ages are welcome in our worship. Picture books, children’s Bibles,
and activity packets can be found in the Children’s Book Corner located by the door to
the parish building (to the right of the chancel). Children may visit the Book Corner at
any point during worship. Nursery care for infants and toddlers is located through that
door and down the hallway (up four stairs to the door on the right). Fussy babies and their
caregivers are invited to the Hastings Room, just across the hall from that same door,
where the service is broadcast through speakers.
Would you like to give to First Church in Cambridge? Here are easy ways to do it:
Give by Text:
Text $ __ to 617-841-8044

FIRST CHURCH IN CAMBRIDGE, CONGREGATIONAL, UCC
January 1, 2017
THE FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
GATHERING
In Thee is Gladness

VOLUNTARY
*HYMN 164
*GREETING
L:
C:
L:
C:
L:
C:
L:
C:
All:

J. S. Bach

Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning
Susan Gere
Sisters and brothers, grace and peace to you from God!
And to the whole world, God's peace, love and light!
Arise and show forth the glory of God!
With Jesus, our light is come! God's spirit shines on us even now!
Then, let us assemble, and sing God’s praise!
With you, God, our feast is abundant!
Our drink flows from the rivers of your delight.
With you, is the fountain of life!
In your light, we see light!
All glory and honor be yours,
almighty and everlasting One!

WORDS OF WELCOME
CONFESSING
INVITATION TO CONFESSION
SILENCE
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
L:
Let us pray for healing, pardon and peace.
All: Holy God, in your light we see light.
And so too we see the veils
of our ignorance and pride,
the ways we treat ourselves and others
without your mercy, love or justice.
Let the brightness of your morning
*You are invited to stand. Hymns proceeded by a “C” are found in the beginning section of the hymnal. This section contains hymns written and composed by current and past members of First Church in Cambridge.

burn through our fog of aimlessness and sin
and put a new song in our hearts.
Teach us to see your world illumined anew,
as with the eyes of Jesus. Amen.
DECLARATION OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS
*GREETING OF PEACE
*HYMN C-26

Lord, Your Grace Shines Like the Morning
OPENING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING
RESPONSIVE PSALM 98
L:
O sing a new song to God
who has done marvelous things,
C:
whose right hand and holy arm
have brought victory.
L:
God has made salvation known;
and shown divine justice to the nations.
C:
and has remembered steadfast love and faithfulness
to the house of Israel.
L:
All the ends of the earth have seen
the victory of our God.
C:
Make a joyful noise to the Holy One, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises.
L:
Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre,
with the lyre and the sound of melody.
C:
With trumpets and the sound of the horn
make a joyful noise before God, the ruler of all.
L:
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
the world and those who live in it.
C:
Let the floods clap their hands;
let the hills sing together for joy
L:
at the presence of God, who is coming
to judge the earth.
C:
The Holy One will judge the world with righteousness,
and the peoples with equity.

READING

Luke 2:25-39

HYMNS OF COMFORT AND HOPE
We will share in a hymn sing, singing the first two verses of selected hymns. You are invited
to call out a favorite hymn or carol. When the microphone comes to you, please announce
the hymn number and say just a sentence about why your choice is meaningful to you.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sarah Higginbotham

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
OFFERTORY

The Old Year is Past

*DOXOLOGY
To God, all glorious heav’nly light,
To Christ revealed in earthly night,
To God, the Spirit, now we raise
Our joyful songs of thankful praise! Amen.
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
SHARING THE FEAST
*INVITATION
*PRAYER OF PREPARATION
L:
How good it is to praise you, Morning Star!
Your beauty ushers in the dawn,
and in your light we see light—
C:
justice for the nations, mercy for the broken-hearted,
safety for the poor, belonging for the outcast,
strength for the weak, and forgiveness for the sinner.
L:
You reveal your love in joy and sorrow,
and we know your wonder even in the shadow of death.
C:
All your creatures behold your works
and testify to your faithfulness
L:
And so we too, fragile lamps in your holy house,
raise our hearts in praise. Amen.

J. S. Bach

REMEMBERING AND GIVING THANKS
L:
Now, O God, we remember Jesus, our brother.
Silence
L:
He took his place among sinners, although he had nothing to repent.
C:
He was baptized with them, God's Child and Delight.
L:
We remember that he called disciples and ministered to all.
C:
He confounded the haughty and gave hope to the poor.
L:
We remember that he died between thieves, and was buried in a borrowed grave.
C:
We believe that you raised him. He lives even now, the Light of the World.
L:
How wonderfully he fed us! Loaves and fish for the multitude,
wine for a wedding in Cana, living water for the woman at the well,
breakfast for disciples on the shore!
C:
Even on the night of betrayal, he ate supper with his friends.
L:
He took bread, gave you thanks, and broke it, saying:
This is my body, surrendered for you!
C:
And when the supper was over, he took a cup filled with wine.
He gave you thanks for it and passed it to his friends, saying:
This is my life-blood poured out for you, and for everyone,
so that sins might be forgiven.
L:
He told us, "Do this and remember me!"
PRAYER TO THE HOLY SPIRIT AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
(Please pray this prayer and address God in words most meaningful to your heart.)
All: Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
*SHARING BREAD AND CUP
You are now invited to come forward. All who seek to follow Jesus’ way of justice, compassion
and love are invited to partake of this feast. If you would like to receive the elements please do
so at one of the stations, and then proceed to the chancel and gather in a circle. The cup
contains grape juice and the bread is gluten free - may there be no barriers to participation in
this meal! If you are not receiving communion today, please proceed directly to the chancel.

*THANKSGIVING
L:
Let us give thanks!
All: Thank you, God, for gladness in this bread and cup,
for love that cannot die, for peace the world cannot give,
for joy in the company of friends, for the splendors of creation,
and for the mission of justice you have made our own.
Give us the gifts of this holy communion:
oneness of heart, love for neighbors,
forgiveness of enemies, the will to serve you every day,
and life that never ends.
In Christ's name we pray. Amen.
GOING FORTH
*HYMN 167 (insert)
*BENEDICTION

Arise, Your Light Is Come!

WORSHIP LEADERS
Preaching
Dan Smith, Senior Minister
Liturgist
Susan Gere, First Church Deacon

Assisting with Worship
Sarah Higginbotham, Director of Creative
Worship & Arts

Directing the Choir/Playing the Organ
Peter Sykes, Director of Music

YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED
∗
∗

∗
∗

∗

For the families, friends, and others impacted by the recent fire in East Cambridge.
For our divided nation following the recent elections. We fervently pray that God’s wisdom, love, and justice may be made known to us and to our nation in the coming days.
We pray especially for those who are feeling vulnerable, afraid or alone. May God’s
presence bring patience, strength and a renewed commitment to Christ’s way of inclusive
love.
For the residents of Aleppo, Syria, where recent bombing has destroyed the city, for the
loss of life, and for all impacted by the Syrian refugee crisis.
For our country in the wake of heightened tension, increased violence, and aggression,
and for our church as we seek bold and faithful responses to a culture of racism, homophobia, transphobia, Islamophobia, and other forms of hatred and fear. All those forced
to flee their home countries due to war and terrorism; and we pray for clarity in responding to immigration crises around the world.
For people struggling with grief, illness, addiction or mental health concerns, job-related
transitions, marital or relationship troubles, or loneliness.

IN THIS SPACE we share personal, congregational, national, and global prayer requests. If you would
like us to include a prayer request, please contact Dan Smith, Karin Case, or Kirsten Manville by
Wednesday morning, or fill out a prayer request card found in your pew.

Portions of the YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED section of the bulletin are omitted in
the online version to protect the privacy of those mentioned. To find out who we are praying
for this week, please contact the church offices at parishadmin@firstchurchcambridge.org or
by calling 617-547-2724.

A SPACE BETWEEN
We have introduced a place for healing prayers. A space between is...
A space between us and God,
A space between us and each other,
A space between the world as it is and the world as it should be,
A space for silence and centering
A space for prayer and meditation
The table and chairs under the dome at the front of the sanctuary are intended for
prayer. Please feel free to use this space at any point during the week when the sanctuary is
unoccupied to pray whatever might be on your heart: prayers for yourself, prayers for another,
prayers for the world. If you wish, write down a concern, prayer, or prayer request. Take it
with you or leave it in the basket. Prayers will be collected regularly and lifted up by members
of our First Church community.
TODAY’S HAPPENINGS
AN OPPORTUNITY FOR HEALING PRAYER Every Communion Sunday, the deacons and
ministers offer prayers for healing, peace, and reconciliation for anyone who desires them. The
healing prayer teams will be positioned in the chancel (near the baptismal font). If you would like
to share a healing prayer, receive an anointing or laying on of hands, please approach one of the
teams at the end of the service and make your need known.
OUTDOOR CHURCH OFFERING Today at 12:15 a.m., Margaret Jewett Hall On Communion Sundays, it is our practice to prepare 3 dozen lunches for the Outdoor Church to distribute to
those in need on the streets of Cambridge. We will make these sandwiches today during coffee
hour; please join in if you would like. As always, people of all ages are encouraged to participate
by volunteering to deliver the lunches to the Harvard Epworth at 1:00 p.m. Speak with the Deacon
serving as Head Greeter today if you’d like to get involved in this ongoing mission project.
THE FIRST CHURCH DEACONS’ FUND is one of the many ways in which our community
cares for one another. Church members in need of financial assistance for a one time or short-term
emergency may make a confidential request to one of the deacons or clergy. This fund belongs to
us and relies on our contributions. We hope people will take advantage of this aid. You are also
invited to make a gift (beyond your pledge) to the Deacons’ Fund, if able. Please mark on your
check or online contribution "Deacons’ Fund.”
FOOD PANTRY COLLECTION TODAY Dear friends, in the midst of your Christmas time,
please thank you for remembering to pick up a few items for your neighbors who live with food
insecurity. Cereal and cooking oil especially needed. Thank you.

FIRST CHURCH HAPPENINGS
THINKING ABOUT BAPTISM? Are you thinking about a baptism for your child? Or are you
thinking about being baptized yourself? During the morning service on Sunday, January 8, we
will celebrate the sacrament of baptism for all those who desire to receive it. If you have baptism in mind for yourself or your child, and if you have not already spoken with one of the ministers or scheduled a date, please contact Karin Case or Dan Smith to discuss the possibility of
participating in this (or a future) baptism Sunday.
FAMILY NIGHTS IN EPIPHANY Tuesdays, 5:30 - 7:00 p.m., January 3, 17, 31 and February 14, Sage Hall Families with young children are warmly invited to our biweekly pasta-and
-potluck suppers in Sage Hall, our indoor playspace. We gather to share a meal and share a bit of
our lives as the kids play and the parents try for a bit of grown-up conversation. Our Family
Nights in Epiphany will remain informal and “un-programmed, “ but look forward to a Lenten
series of Family Nights in March and April, when we will meet weekly for five sessions, with an
adult program component in the Well.
COME CELEBRATE EPIPHANY! Friday, January 6, 6:00 p.m., Margaret Jewett Hall
Epiphany (“manifestation”) is a Christian feast so ancient that it predates Christmas. It celebrates God’s self-revelation in Jesus. It is a season of light shining in darkness, a time when the
wise leave their books to seek a child, wine brims from clay water jars, and the voice of God
rings in our ears: “You are my beloved, my child, my delight!” This year’s dinner will be potluck through and through. You are invited to bring a main dish casserole (names beginning with
A-H), a salad or side dish (names beginning with I-M), dessert (N-R), or drinks (S-Z). After our
feast and a brief gathering ritual in the Chapel, we will set off together on a candlelight journey
through the darkness, until we arrive at the Sanctuary and circle it with light. Under the dome in
the chancel we will renew our own baptismal promises, ending with a joyful “sprinkling” of all
present. This event is for all ages, so gather up friends, neighbors, kids, and come share the
light! All are invited to bundle up and join us on Epiphany, promptly at 5:45 p.m. on the church
lawn, as we renew our witness against gun violence. We will offer a reading of names, before we
remove 2016 flags and share a brief prayer for peace in our city and nation.
MEN’S BREAKFASTS Most first Saturdays of each month, 8:00 a.m., Hastings Room
The dates for our Saturday morning breakfasts for the first half of 2016 are: January 7, February 5, March 5, April 2, May 1, and June 6. Join us for a hearty breakfast and even heartier
conversations about topics that connect our faith to our lives and our world. Mark your calendars now, and plan to join us regularly. The breakfasts are in the Hastings Room, 8:00 - 9:30
a.m. One-time visitors, friends, and newcomers are always welcome. Also, set aside the last
weekend of June as the tentative date for our Men’s Retreat. Questions? Contact David Torrey,
davidtorrey@comast.net. If you'd like to sign up for the Men's Breakfast e-mail list to receive
monthly reminders, contact Kirsten Manville, parishadmin@firstchurchcambridge.org.

“LORD, PREPARE ME” - EXPLORING SANCTUARY AT FIRST CHURCH Sundays,
January 8, 15, and 22, 10:00 a.m., Hastings Room Join members of the Mission and Social
Justice team for an important conversation about how First Church can participate in the growing Sanctuary Movement. How can we be ready to offer, or assist other congregations in offering sanctuary to those at risk of deportation or who are otherwise feeling unsafe in our current
political reality? And, how can we find a sense of spiritual sanctuary for ourselves in the midst
of political turmoil and upheaval? As part of these sessions, Tony Alkhoury, a friend of First
Church and current Harvard Divinity School student from Syria, will share his powerful story.
OPIOID ADDICTION AND PREVENTION FORUM Sunday, January 8, at 12:30 pm,
Hastings Room Opiate deaths across the nation continue to soar. In Massachusetts, five people
die from an opiate overdose each and every day. Currently, there is insufficient access to treatment for those seeking an exit from addiction, and public health and addiction experts are calling for 1) increased access to treatment services, and (on an emergency basis) increased availability to “harm reduction.” Join us as Sarah Casey from Victory Programs provides an introduction to the current crisis and the efforts that are being pursued to address it. Training and provision of Narcan will be part of the program for those interested. Being knowledgeable about
when and how to administer Narcan helps make it possible for YOU to be more immediately
and effectively involved in the efforts to address the current public health
epidemic.
NEWCOMERS LUNCHEON Sunday, January 15, at 12:30 p.m., McKenzie Library If
you’re new (or feeling new) to First Church, looking for ways to get involved, seeking information about our church or our denomination (The United Church of Christ), or interested in meeting others who are new to the church, or in connecting with some folks who already know their
way around: this luncheon is for you! The third Sunday of every month we host a Newcomers
Luncheon where you can meet our ministers and members, learn about our history, explore
membership, learn about opportunities for service and action in the community, and hear about
our faith formation and educational programs. On January 15 we’ll take a fresh approach to our
Newcomers Luncheon and invite church members to join newcomers in conversation about living our faith in the world. All are welcome! A light lunch will be served and childcare will be
provided. The next Newcomers Luncheon will be on Sunday, February 19. Questions? Contact
Karin Case, karincase@firstchurchcambridge.org.
CONSIDER JOINING FIRST CHURCH Sunday, January 22 Is First Church tugging at
your heart? Does it feel like home to you, or like the sanctuary you need? Is your spirit fed by
our music, worship and study? Is First Church a place where you are challenged, engaged, and
growing? Is it a place you want to bring your children or grandchildren? Do you find an anchor
here for your activism and community involvement? Is it a place where you can ask the questions that really matter or pour out your heart? We hope so! If you’re experiencing any of these
things, we invite you to consider membership in First Church. New members will be welcomed

during our 11:00 a.m. service of worship on Sunday, January 22. Karin Case
(karincase@firstchurchcambridge.org) is happy to reflect with you, answer questions, or provide
more information. Please be in touch and let her know of your interest.
2017 ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING AND LUNCHEON Sunday, January
29, Margaret Jewett Hall Come one and all to the 381st Annual Meeting of First Church on
Sunday, January 29, following Morning Worship! A delicious luncheon will lead into our meeting. We will celebrate another very full year of ministry, honor and thank one another for gifts
discerned and shared, celebrate our outgoing and incoming leaders, and share plans and visions.
We will also pray and sing!
CENTERING MEDITATION Every Monday night, 6 - 7:00 p.m. in The Well (Room 22)
Are you looking for a place to settle in for some quiet reflection in the midst of a hectic week?
Interested in exploring a variety of meditation practices or deepening your current practice?
Whether you’re experienced or simply curious, all are welcome. For more information, contact
Hilary Hopkins, hopkinsjh@verizon.net, or Karin Case, karincase@firstchurchcambridge.org.
FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS UPDATE Planning and pre-construction prep are well underway for our capital campaign renovation project! Our building team, led by Don Johnson, has
completed the bidding process for a general contractor. Our “GC” will be announced soon. By
January, we should have a construction sequence and schedule to share such that we can prepare
ourselves and our valued tenants for the project that is expected to run from early June to early
October. Many thanks to our building team! Meanwhile, our capital campaign has now
raised $1,761,281.10 in pledges! IF you have not already pledged, please do so now! If you
have not paid your 2016 portion, please do so by year end. What a year it has been! Thank you
First Church for all of your hard work, commitment and generosity for such a time as this and
thanks be to God for the gift of faith in our shared future.
STEWARDSHIP AND PLEDGING UPDATE Thank you to all who have pledged their share
for 2017. We are at 77% of our goal. If you haven’t yet pledged, please pick up a blue pledge
card from the table in the back of the sanctuary, or pledge online at
www.firstchurchcambridge.org.
SERVICE AND SOCIAL JUSTICE OPPORTUNITIES
DONATE TO HELP THOSE IMPACTED BY THE FIRE IN EAST CAMBRIDGE If you
would like to donate funds to aid people who lost their homes in the devastating East Cambridge
fire a few weeks ago, please make out a check to First Church and write “Cambridge Fire” on
the memo line. Karen McArthur will collect them along with the offering, and make a one-time
donation of the total funds raised.

CONVERSATIONS ON RACE POTLUCK DINNERS You are invited into someone's
home for dinner, connection, and honest and heartfelt conversation on racism and antiracism. Building the Beloved Community [aka BBC] is in the process of organizing potluck
dinners in January and February for the purpose of engaging the wider First Church Community. We will focus on our experiences of racism, and how we understand white privilege.
Members of the BBC will facilitate the discussions, using in part, the recently produced resource “White Privilege - Let's Talk “. National UCC leaders, including John Dorhauer,
General Minister, President and Traci Blackmon, Interim Minister for Social Justice, were
among the authors. To check out this source, go to http://privilege.uccpages.org. Sign up for
the dinners will start on 12/18 during coffee hour on the Margaret Jewett Hall bulletin board
and continue in early January. The dates for the dinners include 1/14/17, 1/21/17. 1/27/17,
1/28/17, and 2/3/17. Dinners are in the homes of BBC and other First Church members, and
all opinions are welcome in the discussion. If you have questions, please speak to Linda Ziebell or Dave Kidder, or email lindaziebell@comcast.net or
david.e.kidder@gmail.com.
REPORT HATE CRIMES IN MA: CALL THE HOTLINE The Massachusetts Attorney
General's Office has launched a hotline for people who experience or witness bias-motivated
threats, harassment, or violence. If you have seen or experienced a hate crime, call and report at 1-800-994-3228.
SERVICE AND LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES TO HONOR THE MEMORY OF
THE REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. In addition to the many opportunities for
fellowship at MLK Day breakfasts across Greater Boston, there are opportunities for learning and service. Here are three that First Church folks have attended in past years.
• Cooperative Metropolitan Ministries (CMM) 7th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Day of Interfaith Service This event will happen on Monday, January 16, 10:00
a.m. – 3:30 p.m., at Brandeis University. It combines Educational/Social Justice Fair
workshops with a service opportunity. CMM’s website lists requested donations for the
event. For more information, go to coopmet.org.
• City Mission Society (CMS) Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Learning:
Courageous Conversations on Racism This event will happen on Saturday, January
14, 2017, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. at United Parish, 210 Harvard Street, Brookline. As
CMS’ website describes it, “(t)his will be an intergenerational event that is designed to
empower participants with the tools to have brave conversations around the issues of
race. CMS requests a donation from participants: adults ($25), children, 7-18 ($10). To
register on line, go to https://citymissionboston.org/engage/mlk-day-of-learning/
• Many Helping Hands MLK Day of Service This event will happen on Monday, January 16, 2017 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. in Central Square, starting at Cambridge City Hall.
Last year, over 2,600 volunteers worked with 79 local organizations. To learn more, visit
http://manyhelpinghands365.

The Week Ahead
Sunday, January 1
11:00 a.m.
Multigenerational Morning Worship, Multigenerational Holy Communion,
and Hymn Sing (a time for healing prayer offered immediately
following service)
Monday, January 2
Church office and building closed in observance of New Year’s Day
Tuesday, January 3
5:30 p.m.
Family Night, Sage Hall
Wednesday, January 4
9:30 a.m.
Staff Meeting, Dan Smith’s Office
Thursday, January 5
7:45 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal, Hastings Room
Friday, January 6
1:00 p.m.
Friday Café, Margaret Jewett Hall (MJH)
5:45 p.m.
Renewing Our Witness Against Gun Violence, Front Lawn
6:00 p.m.
Epiphany Potluck and Worship Service, MJH
8:00 p.m.
Youth Group Overnight, MJH
Saturday, January 7
8:00 a.m.
Men’s Breakfast, Hastings Room
Sunday, January 8
9:00 a.m.
Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary
9:45 a.m.
Community Gathering Time, MJH
10:00 a.m.
Lord, Prepare Me - Being a Sanctuary Space, Hastings Room
11:00 a.m.
Morning Worship, Sacrament of Baptism, Jen Bloesch, preaching
11:20 a.m.
Church School: Classes (presch. - Grade 6)
12:30 p.m.
Opioid Addiction and Prevention Forum, Hastings Room
1:00 p.m.
Our Whole Lives, Old South Church in Boston
7:00 p.m.
Night Song, Sanctuary
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Shelter Director

Jim Stewart, 617-661-1873
jstewart@firstchurchcambridge.org

Parish Administrator

Kirsten Manville, 617-547-2724, ext. 21
parishadmin@firstchurchcambridge.org

Administrative Assistant

Lang Haynes 617-547-2724, ext. 41
Lang@firstchurchcambridge.org

Facilities Manager

Dan dos Santos
ddossantos@firstchurchcambridge.org

Sextons

Douglas Casey, Tina Quimby, George Williams,
Kimel Williams, 617-642-3980

FIRST CHURCH IN CAMBRIDGE, CONGREGATIONAL
United Church of Christ
11 Garden Street, Cambridge, MA 02138
617-547-2724

