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THE TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
A Service of Healing
VOLUNTARY
*HYMN 414
*GREETING
L:
C:
L:
C:
L:
C:

J. S. Bach

All Glory Be to God on High
This Is a Day of New Beginnings

Renate Rose
Welcome, sisters and brothers! In this hour we gather together in praise.
We gather together in prayer.
We gather together in longing.
We gather together in love.
Then let us welcome one another
in the name of the One who welcomes us.

*PRAYER OF PRAISE
All: Holy One,
You invite us to bring our wounds,
and you welcome us with healing.
You invite us to bring our despair,
and you welcome us with hope.
You invite us to bring what enslaves us,
and you welcome us with freedom.
By your mercy, take all our hurts and sorrows
and receive us into the embrace of your healing balm. Amen.
WORDS OF WELCOME

Reebee Girash

CALL TO ANNUAL MEETING

James Greaney

MOMENT OF CONCERN
ANTHEM

Pastoral Care Team
Tu Pauperum Refugium

Josquin des Pres

Tu pauperum refugium
tu languoris remedium,
spes exulum,
*You are invited to stand. Hymns proceeded by a “C” may be found in the beginning section of the hymnal. The
C (Cambridge) - section contains hymns written and composed by current and past members of First Church.

fortitude laborantium
via errantium, veritas et vita.
Et nucn redemptor Domine
ad Te solum confugio,
te verum Deum adoro,
in Te spero, in Te confide.
Salus mea, Jesu Christe,
adiuva me,
ne unquam obdormiat
in morte anima mea
Thou art the refuge of the poor,
remedy for afflictions, hope of exiles,
strength of those who labor, way for the wandering,
truth and life.
And now, Redeemer, Lord, in thee alone I take refuge;
thee, true God, I adore, in thee I hope,
in thee I confide, my salvation, O Jesus Christ.
Help me, lest my soul ever sleep in death.

INVITATION TO CONFESSION
SILENCE
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
L:
Let us pray for pardon, healing, and peace.
C:
Gracious God,
when we add to the pain of others,
and to the pain of this world,
have mercy and forgive us.
When we turn away from the needs of others,
or the needs of this world,
have mercy and forgive us.
Grant that we respond to your forgiveness
with courage, compassion, and love.
And grant us the power of healing and hope
You showed us in your son, Jesus,
in whose name we pray.
Amen.
DECLARATION OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS

*GREETING OF PEACE
Children from PreK to 7th grade are now invited to leave for church school. Teachers will
meet children at the side door to accompany them to their classrooms. Parents can meet their
children in Lindsay Chapel (through Margaret Jewett Hall and to the left) after worship.

*HYMN 424

We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight

PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING
READING

James 5:13-16

REFLECTION

Terry McKinney

INVITATION TO A TIME OF HEALING PRAYER
BLESSING OF OIL AND HANDS
HYMNS
470
380
427
302

Precious Lord, Take My Hand
We Are Not Our Own
My Life Flows On In Endless Song
Come to Me, O Weary Traveler

CONCLUDING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
L:
God be with you.
C:
And with your spirit.
L:
Let us pray…(silence, intercessions, Lord’s Prayer)
THE LORD’S PRAYER
(Please pray this prayer and address God in words most meaningful to your heart.)
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO OFFERING

OFFERTORY

All blessed, All Holy

Alexander Kastalsky

*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Praise God, the source of life and birth,
Praise God, the Word, who came to earth,
Praise God, the Spirit, holy flame,
All glory, honor, to God’s name. Amen.
*HYMN 100

By Gracious Powers

*BENEDICTION
*CHORAL RESPONSE

Send me, Jesus (Thuma Mina)

The congregation is invited to join in the singing of this response.
Send me/Lead me/Fill me
Thuma mina somandla

VOLUNTARY

All Glory Be to God on High

J. S. Bach

The bulletin cover art series was designed by Perry Neubauer and constructed by many hands,
large and small. Today’s bulletin cover was created by Jack Dyer, Martha Dyer, and
Craig Williams.

WELCOME TO FIRST CHURCH IN CAMBRIDGE...
Whoever you are, wherever you are on life's journey, we are thankful that you are with us today,
and we hope that you will stay for a bit after worship for refreshments and conversation. First
Church is an open and affirming, just peace congregation of the United Church of Christ. If
you'd like to know more about us, please introduce yourself to one of the ministers after church
and explore our website at www.firstchurchcambridge.org.
Large print bulletins and assistive listening devices are available.
Please ask a greeter for assistance.
Children of all ages are welcome in our worship. Picture books, children's Bibles and activity
packets can be found in the Children's Book Corner located by the door to the parish building (to
the right of the chancel). Children may visit the Book Corner at any point during worship.
Nursery care for infants, toddlers and preschoolers is located through that door and down the
hallway (up four stairs to the door on the right). Fussy babies and their caregivers are invited to
the Hastings Room, just across the hall from that same door, where the service is broadcast
through speakers.
LEADING WORSHIP TODAY IS Terry McKinney, Minister of Mental Health & Healing.
Assisting with worship are Reebee Girash, Sabbatical Interim Minister and Karen McArthur,
Affiliate Minister of Stewardship & Finance. Our liturgist is First Church member Renate Rose.
Peter Sykes, Director of Music, is playing the organ and directing the choir.
he YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED section of the bulletin is omitted from this
online version to preserve the privacy of those mentioned. If you'd like more information
on the people we're praying for this week, please contact the church office at
parishadmin@firstchurchcambridge.org or 617-547-2724 and we'll get the information to you.

TODAY’S HAPPENINGS
HEALING SERVICE TODAY At today’s worship service, we will have an opportunity to
reflect together on God’s healing peace, and to participate in a simple healing ritual involving a
brief prayer, laying on of hands, and for those who wish, anointing with oil — an ancient Christian
practice now being revived across the ecumenical spectrum of churches. The morning service will
follow the normal order, but at the time of the sermon, we will offer instead a brief introduction to
the ritual, and then invite forward all who would like to participate. For those who prefer to
remain seated, there will be music and a time of silence for individual prayers.
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING PREP SESSIONS: DISCUSSION OF 2013 CHURCH
BUDGET, Today, October 14, 12:30 p.m., Hastings Room 2011 marked the first year in
recent history that the subsequent year's budget was presented to the congregation well before
Annual Meeting. To continue the effort to provide transparent church budget information and
ample time for discussion, this will be the second of two discussion sessions. Bring your
questions. The Fall Congregational Meeting will then be held on Sunday, October 28, at 12:30
p.m., in Margaret Jewett Hall to vote on the budget.
BOOK GROUP: HOSPITALITY, FOOD, AND COMMUNION Our discussion of the first
half of Sara Miles' book Take This Bread is today, October 14 around 1:30 p.m. in the Hastings
Room. (following the Forum). Contact Reebee (rgirash@firstchurchcambridge.org) for more info,
or if you need a copy of the book.
MENTAL HEALTH & SPIRITUALITY GROUP Today at 2:00 p.m., Tower Room How do
emotional struggles and mental health difficulties affect your relationship with God? Does your
faith change your experience of mental health issues? Join us in the Tower Room each Sunday
from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. as we hold these questions and our experiences in the healing light of
Christ. The group is open: you may attend as often or as little as you like, and newcomers are
always welcome. Talk to or e-mail Terry McKinney (tmckinney@firstchurchcambridge.org) or
Carter West (stbosal@arczip.com).
CONFIRMATION CLASS (8th - 9th graders) Today at 4 p.m., Dan Smith’s office This year
the 8th and 9th graders of the church are walking together on the journey of Confirmation. The first
meeting is today at 4 p.m. in the Senior Minister’s office.
NIGHT SONG: SOLEMN MYSTICAL COMPLINE Sundays in September and October at
8:30 p.m. Sanctuary. Night Song will continue its 8:30 p.m. Compline service through the end of
October. The setting is simple, with no icons, very few candles and no incense. And there is no
jazz instrumental component, making it 30 minutes in length and more traditional in nature. The
music will be Gregorian chant and Renaissance polyphony. Night Song is based on Compline, the
last daily service of Christian worship, dating back to monastic life in the Middle Ages. Offered in

the quietness of the evening, Night Song invokes a sense of protection and peace for the night that
is to come.

NO ORDINARY TIME: Fall Adult Formation Opportunities
With Dan on Sabbatical through January, Reebee Girash serving as Sabbatical Interim
Minister, Terry now serving as half-time Minister of Mental Health & Healing, Julie Rogers
among us as our Affiliate Minister of Youth & Young Adults, and Brent Coffin as Scholar-inResidence, this fall and winter will be no ordinary time.
While there are seasons for proclamation, there are also seasons for deep listening. With so
much new and changing, we have the chance to shift our awareness to listening deeply for
how God is moving in our midst: sometimes stirring us, sometimes asking us to be still,
meditating on where God is moving in our lives, the lives of others, and our congregation’s
future.
To reflect that, the theme of our adult formation activities during this season will be
No Ordinary Time: An Invitation to Listen and Learn. Our 10 O’clock Hours will offer several
opportunities to participate in this theme of listening and learning during a time of change.
Starting on September 16th, our offerings will include:
♦

Praying the Psalms, in the Hastings Room, led by Terry McKinney and others: a six-week
gathering to enter the Psalms more deeply, meditating on them, partnering in dialogue
about their meaning to us, and praying about how they can and have shaped our lives. If
you would like to follow along with the psalms, here they are in the order in which we
will be reading them: #16, #42, #51, #116, #103, 46.

♦

Living the Questions Café, in Margaret Jewett Hall: an opportunity to get to know one another better and explore our faith more deeply, where each week a theme is introduced
and shared for meaningful discussion in small groups. Our time each week will close with
prayer.
Week Five (10/21) – Sojourns
Question for small group discussion: Share a story of a time when you were
the sojourner. What was it like to be the stranger, the traveler, or to be
lost? Who helped you find your way to shelter? Who welcomed you home?

FUTURE HAPPENINGS
SENATORIAL CANDIDATE ACCOUNTABILITY ACTION FOR GREATER BOSTON
INTERFAITH ORGANIZATION Monday, October 15 at 7 p.m., Temple Israel, (477
Longwood Avenue, Boston) Don't miss this opportunity to be present for a key event in this
nationally-watched Senate race between Elizabeth Warren and Scott Brown. Your participation
counts! Please confirm your attendance and also if you will need or can offer rides to either
Cynthia Shoemaker (ShoemakerCynthia@Yahoo.com) or Karen Anne Zee
(Achanx3@Yahoo.com).
FAMILY NIGHT Tuesday, October 16, 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. First Church families gather every
other week in Sage Hall for a simple potluck supper and a chance to share the joys and
challenges of family life together. The main dish (usually pasta and sauce) is provided; bring a
side dish, dessert, or drink to share. The fall schedule includes Family Nights on September 18;
October 2, 16, and 30; November 13 and 27; and December 11.
SHELTER LECTURE AND LUNCHEON Sunday, October 21 at 12:30 p.m., Margaret
Jewett Hall Immediately following worship on October 21, the 2012 Doris Beauvais luncheon
and lecture will be held in Margaret Jewett Hall. This year the lecture will be presented by
Amanda Ashcraft, Director of Outreach Ministries at the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church,
New Your City. There is no charge for either the luncheon or lecture but donations to support the
work of the First Church Shelter will be accepted.
MONTHLY NEWCOMER SESSIONS ON THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH,
12:15 P.M. We are blessed to be graced by many visitors and newcomers to our church
community. While we have always held newcomer sessions around a joining Sunday, we will
now be offering monthly gatherings with a topical focus. Hopefully this will allow newcomers to
get to know one another and to enter into engaging dialogue around topics ranging from our faith
journeys to basic tenets of the Christian journey. We will also continue to share information
about First Church and the UCC. Current members are also encouraged to attend to get to know
people and share in the dialogue. Please fill a plate with lunch in Margaret Jewett Hall, and
bring it with you to the Hastings Room. The next Newcomer Session is Sunday, October 21
at 12:30 p.m. and the next Joining Sunday is October 28.
THIRD-SUNDAY JAZZ WORSHIP We are thrilled that Carolyn Wilkins and friends will
continue to bring us vibrant and eclectic Jazz, Gospel, and African-American spirituals on the
third Sunday of each month. Nancy Weil will continue to work with our staff to resource this
service. Whether you are a Jazz regular or a curious newcomer to our afternoon worship, join us
for communal prayer and Holy Communion. The next service is Sunday, October 21 at 5:00
p.m. in Margaret Jewett Hall and will be followed by a time of fellowship.

FIRST CHURCH IS GOING ON THE ROAD! Friday November 9, 8-10 p.m., Hispanic
Baptist Church of Boston Save the date for a special worship experience. We are responding to an
invitation from the Hispanic Baptist Church of Boston www.iglesiabautistaboston.com to provide
an FCC-style worship experience for them in their fall season of worship
exchange. Reebee
Girash, Peter Sykes, Ellen Rohan Ball and others in collaboration with the Building the Beloved
Community are beginning to plan this. The HBCB is a Spanish-speaking immigrant church that
meets in the basement of Tremont Temple in downtown Boston. This is a wonderful opportunity to
worship with brothers and sisters of different backgrounds and cultures, to learn a little about them
and show how we worship as well. You will hear more about this event; for questions speak to
Ellen or Reebee. Please email Ellen (erohanball@aol.com) if you plan to attend as the Baptist
church will host a light supper after worship. The music for this event will be important, and WE
INVITE YOU to speak with Peter Sykes if you'd like to participate in the choir for this
event! Hasta luego, amados!
THE EARTH STEWARDSHIP TEAM invites all FCC folks to participate in an upcoming
climate action vigil - the Campaign for a Livable Climate. Some FCC folks will be there on the
morning of October 26. Here is the description from 350 Massachusetts: “Starting in late October
and continuing through Election Day, join us in a round-the-clock vigil for a safe, just, and livable
future for all at Government Center in Boston. Rallies, with keynote speakers, will be held at
strategic times to bring as many of your voices as possible to this call to action. We invite people
of faith to join in this witness with our neighbors. The devastating impact of climate has been felt
from Massachusetts to West Africa, and all points in between. It is a moral and spiritual imperative
to take action for the healing of Creation. This vigil will include an interfaith prayer vigil at a time
to be determined - and we hope people of faith will also be present throughout. SIGN UP AT
350MA.ORG. Speak to Reebee Girash or Susan Redlich with questions.
GET INVOLVED
SABBATICAL UPDATE Senior Minister Dan Smith is on sabbatical through January 31,
2013. Our Sabbatical Interim Minister is Reebee Girash. She can be reached at church or by email
or phone, and she invites you into thoughtful conversation during this season. Reebee and Terry
McKinney will be jointly working to coordinate pastoral care. For pastoral emergencies please
note that an on-call number is listed in Reebee's outgoing voicemail. For further details on Dan's
sabbatical, see the brochure and recent Event Newsletters.
RIM/CAMBRIDGE urgently needs a two-bedroom, lead-free apartment in or near Boston for a
recently-arrived Iraqi refugee family staying temporarily with a relative. Maximum rent $1200.
Contact Pauline Fennel (paulinefennel@alum.syracuse.edu) or Ann Curby
(ann_curby@alumnae.mtholyoke.edu)

NO ORDINARY DINNER! It's fall, and time to launch a new round of our wildly successful
Covenant Dinners. Enjoy food, fellowship and conversation with other First Church folks in a
home setting. Get to really know someone you may have just seen in church or at coffee hour. We
need hosts to start the ball rolling for the next year. Please get in touch with Dave Kidder
(flintkiddr@aol.com; 617-924-7236) or Beth Loomis (haas.d@comcast.net; 617-851-2505) if
you'd like to host a dinner. Once we have a few dinners scheduled, we'll begin signing up diners
at coffee hour. Thanks!
MEMBERS’ AREA SECTION OF CHURCH WEBSITE The members’ area section of the
website is up and running! Please visit the First Church’s homepage and click the link that says
Members Area to login and try it out. Whether you have been a part of our congregation for a
few weeks or for a lifetime, as an official member or a friend, you are welcome to sign on for
access to our church directory, prayer requests, a First Church blog, small group announcements,
board minutes, budgets, and more. Update contact information, post photos and also email each
other through our site (note: actual email addresses remain hidden). Your information will not be
accessible to anyone but members and friends of our community. Please login and check it out!
Call to October Congregational Meeting
Notice is hereby given that the October Congregational Meeting of
First Church in Cambridge, Congregational, United Church of Christ
will be held in its 376th year at 12:30 P.M. Sunday the 28th of October
2012, in the Margaret Jewett Hall on Garden Street in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, for the following purposes.
1. To review and vote on the proposed 2013 annual budget of the
Congregation as prepared by the Treasurers and Stewardship Committee and reviewed by Executive Council.
2. To hear a report from the Archives Group of the Arts & Communications Committee regarding the current status and future disposition of the First Church Archives.
3. No other business may legally come before the meeting.
By direction of Executive Council,
James Greaney, Clerk
Cambridge, Massachusetts
26 September 2012

GOT GIFTS?!!!! FIRST CHURCH COMMITTEE OPEN HOUSE Meetings
Curious and interested about what First Church committees actually do? Wondering whether
one of them is for you? You are invited to attend one or several OPEN HOUSE committee
meetings listed below. Each group will be holding a regular meeting, working as it usually
does to carry out a First Church ministry. So drop in, observe and participate. All are welcome!!
ARTS & COMMUNICATIONS Sunday, Oct. 14, 12:30 p.m. Room 204
Perry Neubauer, Chair
Discuss report on archives, new church logo, upcoming exhibition in the Tower Room,
and set date for First Church Musicale. Light lunch available.
BUILDINGS & GROUNDS Monday, Oct. 15, and Monday, Nov. 5,
6 p.m., Second Floor
Jim Rissling and Rich Goode, Co-Chairs
Discuss completion of current capital projects and plan for upcoming projects.
MISSIONS & SOCIAL JUSTICE Wednesday, October 17, 7:30 p.m. Hastings Room
Alice Kidder and Jean Miller, Co-Chairs
CHRISTIAN FORMATION for CHILDREN & YOUTH Sunday, November 4,
12:30 p.m. First Church
Discuss future programs such as Advent workshop; discuss updating safe-church policy to address social media
STEWARDSHIP Wednesday, Nov. 14, 7:30 p.m. Reebee’s/Dan’s Office
Marian Smith and Beth Loomis Haas, Co-Chairs
Plan for completion of stewardship campaign, look ahead to spring projects.
Please let the committee chairs or any member of the Gifts Discernment Committee know if
you have any questions, suggestions and feedback.
Ann McCann and Jenny Stuart, Co-Chairs; Audrey Bellinger, Devin Hansen, Pauline Fennel
and Stephen Weller, Gifts Discernment/Nominating Committee

The Week Ahead
Sunday, Sunday, October 14
9:00 a.m.
Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary
9:45 a.m.
Coffee/Gathering Time, Margaret Jewett Hall (MJH)
10:00 a.m.
Christian Formation for Adults
11:00 a.m.
Morning Worship, A Service of Healing Prayer, Terry McKinney, leading
11:20 a.m.
Church School classes for grades PreK-7
12:30 p.m.
Congregational Meeting Prep Session, Hastings Room
1:30 p.m.
Book Group, Hastings Room
2:00 p.m.
Mental Health and Spirituality Group, Tower Room
4:00 p.m.
Confirmation Class, Senior Minister’s Office
8:30 p.m.
Night Song Compline, Sanctuary
Monday, September 15
6:00 p.m.
Building & Grounds Committee, Room 204
7:00 p.m.
GBIO Senatorial Candidate Accountability Action, Temple Israel, (477
Longwood Avenue, Boston)
Tuesday, October 16
5:30 p.m.
Family Night, Sage Hall
7:30 p.m.
Missions & Social Justice Committee, Senior Minister’s Office
Wednesday, October 17
9:30 a.m.
Staff Meeting, Senior Minister’s office
Thursday, October 18
7:45 p.m.
Choir Rehearsal, Hastings Room
Friday, October 19
7:00 p.m.
Social Justice Film Festival, MJH
Sunday, October 21
9:00 a.m.
Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary
9:45 a.m.
Coffee/Gathering Time, MJH
10:00 a.m.
Christian Formation for Adults and Family Choir Rehearsal
11:00 a.m.
Morning Worship, Shelter Sunday
11:20 a.m.
Church School classes for grades PreK-7
12:30 p.m.
First Church Shelter Doris Beauvais Lecture and Lunch, MJH
12:30 p.m.
Newcomers Lunch, Hastings Room
1:00 p.m.
Youth Group Hike to Castle Island, meet at First Church
2:00 p.m.
Mental Health and Spirituality Group, Tower Room
5:00 p.m.
Third Sunday Jazz with Carolyn Wilkins, MJH
8:30 p.m.
Night Song Compline, Sanctuary

First Church Covenant Testimony
We believe that our covenant with God and each other calls us:
To love God with all that we are, and our close and
distant neighbors as ourselves;
To seek peace with justice and equity for all people;
To engage in non-violent resistance to evil;
To respect and preserve God’s earth;
To foster community across every barrier and division;
To attend to God’s unfolding and reconciling word;
To support each other in our frailties and strengths,
that we may embody that love which overcomes fear and death.
This we testify, confessing always our reliance on God’s grace in Christ,
and in the power of the Holy Spirit.

Adopted 1990

The Staff of First Church in Cambridge
Senior Minister

Rev. Dan Smith, on sabbatical from
October 1, 2012 - January 31, 2013

Sabbatical Interim Minister

Rev. Reebee Girash, 617-547-2724, ext. 26
rgirash@firstchurchcambridge.org

Minister of Mental Health & Healing

Rev. Terry McKinney, 781-643-7324
tmckinney@firstchurchcambridge.org

Affiliate Minister of Stewardship and
Finance

Rev. Karen McArthur, 617-547-2724, ext. 22
treasurer@firstchurchcambridge.org

Affiliate Minister of Youth & Young Adults

Julie Rogers, 617-547-2724
jrogers@firstchurchcambridge.org

Affiliate Minister to the Outdoor Church

Rev. Jed Mannis, 978-456-0047
jedmannis@charter.net

Director of Music

Peter Sykes, 617-661-0570
psykes@aol.com

Director of Creative Worship & Arts

Sarah Higginbotham, 617-547-2724, ext. 42
shigginb@firstchurchcambridge.org

Shelter Director

Jim Stewart, 617-661-1873
jstewart@firstchurchcambridge.org

Parish Administrator

Kirsten Manville, 617-547-2724, ext. 21
parishadmin@firstchurchcambridge.org

Administrative Assistant

Jim Tomlinson, 617-547-2724, ext. 41
jtomlinson@firstchurchcambridge.org

Sextons

William Glass, Tina Quimby, George Williams,
Kacy Williams, 617-642-3980

FIRST CHURCH IN CAMBRIDGE, CONGREGATIONAL
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