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WELCOME TO FIRST CHURCH IN CAMBRIDGE...
Grounded in God • Growing in Community • Acting in Love

We’re glad you are worshiping with us today! First Church is a vibrant, 
multi-generational, engaged, urban church. We care a lot about each 

other and what’s happening in the world around us. Wherever you are 
on the journey of faith, you are welcome here.

Preaching Today Sarah Higginbotham, Director of Creative Worship & Arts
Leading Worship Dan Smith, Senior Minister
   Lexi Boudreaux, Pastoral Associate
   Peter Sykes, Music Director
   Campbell and Callum Pelton-Cairns, liturgists
   Chris Reynolds, Clerk
   Kevin Newell, tech support
Bulletin Cover Image Gaylen Morgan, First Church member

TODAY’S PROGRAMS AND EVENTS
 9:30 a.m. Adult Formation: Religion, White Supremacy, and Capitalism, via Zoom 
 9:30 a.m. Children’s Formation: Read-Alouds from the Children’s Book Corner, 
   via YouTube Premiere 
 11: 00 a.m. Morning Worship, via livestream
 12:15 p.m. Congregational Forum, via Zoom
 2:00 p.m. Popsicle Hour Kickoff, church lawn

NEW TO FIRST CHURCH? 
Have you just begun joining us for online worship? Consider filling out this “virtual visitor card” 
so that we might reach out and connect with you about our community.

GIVE TO FIRST CHURCH 
You can give online at www.firstchurchcambridge/give or by texting “$___” to: 1-844-996-0982.

CONTACT A PASTOR OR STAFF MEMBER
Find contact information for our ministerial, program, and building staff on our website. 
For general information and inquiries: info@firstchurchcambridge.org

Sunday, June 13, 2021

Have a church program or event to promote? 
Complete the First Church Communications Request form.

Have an edit or update for our website? 
Complete the FCC Website Changes form.

https://www.firstchurchcambridge.org/event/4278/2021-06-13/
https://youtu.be/oAtKaA5qxI8
https://c.streamhoster.com/embed/media/WFsdGD/c03bfncsOGW/Sqhgm7sAWG7_5
https://www.firstchurchcambridge.org/event/congregational-forum/
https://forms.gle/8Uv9gydsh2jGe85p8
http://www.firstchurchcambridge/give
http://www.firstchurchcambridge.org/staff-lay-leaders/
https://forms.monday.com/forms/9ed8d30c69289028a5f66318cd0986b5?r=use1
https://forms.monday.com/forms/2b1139adb667673a2c581651f1b47b40?r=use1


GATHERING

  VOLUNTARY            Variations on Ah, vous dirai-je, Maman      W. A. Mozart

*HYMN 35                    Glory Be to God on High       (see page 4)

*GREETING                    Campbell Pelton-Cairns
 L:   Beloved of God, the Spirit is with us even now, gathering us in.
 C: Then let us be held in God’s presence, courage, strength, and love.
  The Spirit meets us wherever we are!
 L:   Her love is poured out in abundance— 
  where tears and hope are mingled together,
  where anger cries out for justice and peace.
 C:  Receive her power and wisdom, through works of mercy 
  and healing and liberation. 
 L:   Come, then, let us worship God. 

  WORDS OF WELCOME        Campbell and Callum Pelton-Cairns

  CANDLELIGHTING                    Lexi Boudreaux

  ANTHEM      JLM (Jesus Loves Me)               Bradley Phillips
First Church Choir, 2019

CONFESSING

  INVITATION TO CONFESSION

  SILENCE

  PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 L:  Let us pray for healing, pardon and peace:
 C:  Holy One, in the light of your risen glory
  we see the harm we have done, the suffering we have caused, 
  the good we have refused, and the truth we have denied.  
  Heal us, we pray.
  Wash us in your mercy, and feed us with your grace, 
  so that we may follow in your way 
  and tell the good news of the gospel. 
  Amen.
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  DECLARATION OF GOD'S FORGIVENESS

*GREETING OF PEACE

OPENING THE WORD

  PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING              Dan Smith

  READING       Psalm 90:1-2, 12-17 (The Message)

  God, it seems you’ve been our home forever;
      long before the mountains were born,
  Long before you brought earth itself to birth,
      from “once upon a time” to “kingdom come”—you are God.

  Oh! Teach us to live well!
      Teach us to live wisely and well!
  Come back, God—how long do we have to wait?—
      and treat your servants with kindness for a change.
  Surprise us with love at daybreak;
      then we’ll skip and dance all the day long.
  Make up for the bad times with some good times;
      we’ve seen enough evil to last a lifetime.
  Let your servants see what you’re best at—
      the ways you rule and bless your children.
  And let the loveliness of our Lord, our God, rest on us,
      confirming the work that we do.
      Oh, yes. Affirm the work that we do!

  READING             Mark 4:26-34 (The Message)

 Then Jesus said, “God’s kingdom is like seed thrown on a field by a man who then goes to bed and forgets  
 about it. The seed sprouts and grows—he has no idea how it happens. The earth does it all without his 
 help: first a green stem of grass, then a bud, then the ripened grain. When the grain is fully formed, he 
 reaps—harvest time!

 “How can we picture God’s kingdom? What kind of story can we use? It’s like an acorn. When it lands on 
 the ground it is quite small as seeds go, yet once it is planted it grows into a huge oak tree with thick 
 branches. Eagles nest in it.”

 With many stories like these, he presented his message to them, fitting the stories to their experience and 
 maturity. He was never without a story when he spoke. When he was alone with his disciples, he went 
 over everything, sorting out the tangles, untying the knots.

  REFLECTION           Sarah Higginbotham

*HYMN C-29          Perfect Yet Unfinished       (see page 5)
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SHARING OUR LIFE TOGETHER

  ANNOUNCEMENTS

  CALL TO SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING      Chris Reynolds

  PRESENTATION OF BIBLES AND CHURCH SCHOOL TEACHER RECOGNITION

  PRAYERS FOR THE CHURCH AND WORLD
 L:  God be with you.
 C:  And also with you.
 L: Let us pray… (silence, intercessions, and the Lord’s Prayer)

  THE LORD’S PRAYER
  (Please pray this prayer in words most meaningful to your heart.) 
 All:   Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

  INVITATION TO OFFERING

*DOXOLOGY AND PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Praise God, the source of life and birth,
Praise God, the Word who came to earth,

Praise God, the Spirit, holy flame,
All glory, honor to God’s name! Amen.

GOING FORTH

*BLESSING OF 2021 GRADUATES 

*HYMN 237    How Firm a Foundation       (see page 6)

*BENEDICTION

  VOLUNTARY        Sonata in C Major       W. A. Mozart
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OPENING HYMN



SERMON HYMN
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CLOSING HYMN
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COMMUNITY PRAYERS

● We pray for Director of Operations Kirsten Manville's mother-in-law Agnes Foley, who is 
   recovering from a serious car accident.

● We pray for Pauline Fennel, who has been diagnosed with a recurrence of breast cancer. She
   will begin a promising and non-invasive course of treatment this week.

● We pray for Linda Ziebell as she continues to recover from a recent surgery to remove a 
   sarcoma from her leg.  

● We pray for Monica Maher's sister Julie Maher, who suffered a series of heart attacks in 
   Portland, Oregon.

● We celebrate the graduates among us, including high school grads Emma Blanc and Ella 
   Simons; college grads Jessica Goode, Nicole Haas-Loomis, James Clark Stewart, and Craig 
   Williams; as well as Pastoral Associate Jaz Buchanan (M.Div) and Shelter Staff Janella Sorin 
   Kang (M.P.H). 

● We pray with grateful hearts for First Church Moderator Julie Pridham as she transitions to
   her new life in Flagstaff, Arizona.

● We pray for all who are in treatment for cancer: Carol Wilson-Braun; Joanne Paul; Sarah 
   Robinson, daughter of Mary Robinson and Mary Martha Thiel; Abby Shuman's uncle Barry; 
   Penny Kilburn, Nancy Kilburn’s mother; Amy Golodet, Jonathan New’s sister-in-law; Karen 
   Anne Zee’s daughter Becky Collet, and her sons-in-law, Denis Collet and Stewart Bailey; and 
   Beth and Polly, Ann McCann’s sisters. 

● We pray for all who are receiving hospice care, including Rich Goode’s mother Donna Goode.

● We pray for all those who are affected by ongoing gun violence in our country and for those 
   working toward common sense gun control legislation. 

● As we continue this month of honoring LGBTQ Pride, we celebrate sexual and gender diversity 
   as a blessing that enriches us all and pray for full inclusion and justice for all LGBTQ persons.

● We pray for the friends and family of the 28 (known and reported) transgender and gender 
   non-conforming people who have been murdered in the US in 2021. We pray for lawmakers 
   to make compassionate, equitable, and just decisions as they are faced with bills that seek to 
   discriminate against transgender people.

● We pray for peace and justice in Palestine and Israel, and for an ongoing cease-fire following a 
   period of deadly warring violence, especially in Gaza and Jerusalem. We pray for communities
   most impacted that they may find resilience and hope to process their grief and trauma, 
   assess damage, and rebuild.
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COMMUNITY PRAYERS

● We pray for the 14 men who are finding sustenance and protection in our First Church 
   Shelter, and we pray for the guests of the Friday Café, who are finding food and listening ears. 
   We pray for all who are experiencing deprivation and hardship in these uncertain times.

● We pray for all those impacted by hate crimes and by misogyny. We lift up all Asian Americans
   and Pacific Islanders in this time of increased threat and discrimination.

● We pray for all who are awaiting vaccines, especially families with young children—may there 
   be a swift, hassle-free, and equitable distribution for all. We continue to pray for all who are 
   grieving the loss of loved ones to COVID-19. We pray for the “long-haulers,” and we continue 
   to lift up health care professionals and essential workers.

● We pray for those demonstrating against the Line 3 tar sands pipeline in Minnesota, which 
   threatens indigenous tribal lands and promotes climate change. We pray for our nation and 
   our world as we experience the effects of the climate crisis. We pray especially for the poor, 
   who are disproportionately affected by our inaction.

● We pray for immigrants and asylum seekers at our southern border, as well as undocumented 
   people throughout the country, who continue to live in fear, often separated from family, as 
   our nation struggles to develop just and compassionate policies.

Join the First Church List to see and offer up more community prayer requests.

https://www.firstchurchcambridge.org/the-first-church-list/
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TODAY AT FIRST CHURCH

Today's 9:30 Formation Hour
Religion, White Supremacy, and Capitalism
Today and Sunday, June 20, 9:30 a.m., via Zoom
Please join us for a special two-part series on Religion, 
White Supremacy, and Capitalism, led by Vanderbilt 
University Professor and Theologian Dr. Joerg Rieger. For 
more than two decades, Dr. Rieger has worked to bring 
together theology and the struggles for justice and 
liberation that mark our age. His work addresses the 
relation of theology and public life, reflecting on the 
misuse of power in religion, politics, and economics... 
Read more

An Opportunity Before Us
Congregational Forum Today at 12:15 p.m., via Zoom
As we look ahead to the summer and fall, we are invited to 
discern next steps as we journey further into post-pandemic life, 
our three-phase staffing plan, and our vision of being an 
antiracist church. Please join an important Congregational 
Forum after worship today to learn more about the opportunity 
before us to call Lexi Boudreaux to the role of Transitional 
Minister for a designated term. You can read more here. 

Come with your questions and your input for the discussion. We will also hear a mid-year 
financial report and an update on our reopening plan. Please also mark your calendars for a 
Special Congregational Meeting after worship on Sunday, June 27, at which time First Church 
members will be asked to vote on how we feel led by the Spirit.  

Summer's coming...
“Popsicle Hour” Kick-Off
Today at 2:00 p.m. on the church lawn
Following the online Congregational Forum, join us at 2:00 p.m. 
for a time of fellowship on the church lawn. We will have time 
to reconnect in person, enjoy the weather, and try out this new 
way of doing coffee hour for the summer... Read more

https://www.joergrieger.com/
https://www.firstchurchcambridge.org/event/4278/2021-06-13/
https://www.firstchurchcambridge.org/news/an-opportunity-before-us/
https://www.firstchurchcambridge.org/event/summer-popsicle-hour-kick-off/
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FIRST CHURCH NEWS AND EVENTS

UCC General Synod XXXIII - Register Now
Registration is open for a Special Virtual General Synod 
33 which will be held  July 11-18, 2021. This bi-annual 
meeting for the United Church of Christ is a chance to 
connect in covenant for worship, keynote addresses, 
learning and justice-making with siblings in the Spirit 
across the country… 
Read more and register here

Young Adults' Gathering: Decorate a Birdhouse
Sunday, June 20, 2:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Cambridge Common
Come make your own tiny sanctuary for birds! The Young 
Adults group will meet on the Cambridge Common to build 
and decorate some birdhouses. We'll bring supplies; you 
just bring creative energy. Want to get on the Young Adults’ 
email list? Contact: youngadults@firstchurchcambridge.org

Help us focus GBIO's platform of issues!
GBIO Regional Caucuses Starting this Week
This spring, First Church has been listening closely to the 
stories carried by our congregation. Along with the other
members of the Greater Boston Interfaith Organization, we’ve 
taken the season of renewal to find out what is on the hearts and 
minds of our neighbors. So what’s next? Now that we know some 
of our stories, it’s time to look for shared passion, and opportu-
nities to act. We hope that you’ll come to one the GBIO Regional 
Caucuses to share where you see the themes we’ve uncovered 
surfacing around you. You can register for your hometown caucus 
here. 

https://www.firstchurchcambridge.org/news/ucc-general-synod-xxxiii-register-now/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeNi67hCM2N8IVI0wAxqR8LYVustWFYx4tzuqxNFKRhGsLgWQ/viewform


FIRST CHURCH NEWS AND EVENTS

How Can You Serve First Church? 
As a faith community, we have devoted much 
love and energy to moving First Church forward 
in its ministries and aspirations over the past 
year. This is the time of year when the Gifts 
Discernment/Nominating Committee reaches 
out to First Church members and friends. While 
we have specific Officer and Committee 
positions to discuss, we’d also like to know your 
general thoughts about your involvement at 
First Church… Read more
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SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, June 27, 2021
 12:15 p.m., via Zoom

Notice is hereby given that 
a Special Meeting of 

First Church in Cambridge, Congregational, 
United Church of Christ, 

will be held at 12:15 p.m., 
Sunday the 27th of June, 2021, via Zoom.

1.     To vote to call Alexandra Boudreaux to the 
 position of Transitional Minister, effective 
 September 1, 2021, for a designated term 
 of two years.

2. To hear reopening plans, including a 
 possible vote, if needed, on necessary 
 expenditures.

No other business may legally come before the 
meeting.

By direction of Executive Council,
Christine Reynolds, Clerk

https://www.firstchurchcambridge.org/news/how-can-you-serve-first-church/


FIRST CHURCH REOPENING PLAN
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FIRST CHURCH REOPENING PLAN
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Monday, June 14
4:00 p.m. Contemplative Practices Group, via Zoom
4:30 p.m. Meal Distribution, Tower Room 

Tuesday, June 15
7:00 p.m. Shelter Oversight Committee, via Zoom

Wednesday, June 16
4:30 p.m. Meal Distribution, Tower Room

Thursday, June 17
6:00 p.m. Weekly Bible Study, via Zoom
7:45 p.m. Choir Call, via Zoom

Friday, June 18
1:00 p.m. Friday Café lunch bag pickup, Tower Room

Saturday, June 19
4:30 p.m. Meal Distribution, Tower Room 

Sunday, June 20
9:30 a.m. Adult Formation: Religion, White Supremacy, and Capitalism, via Zoom
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship, via livestream
12:15 p.m. Zoom Coffee Hour with Deacons 

Sign up here to receive our weekly e-newsletter.

See our Events Calendar for 
Zoom links and details. 

Committee meeting links
are provided to committee 

members via email. 

First Church in Cambridge, Congregational, UCC
11 Garden St. • Cambridge, MA 02138

617-547-2724  •  info@firstchurchcambridge.org  •  www.firstchurchcambridge.org
  
            /firstchurchcambridge           /FirstChurchInCambridge           /c/FirstChurchInCambridge

https://firstchurchcambridge.us5.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=e8d9144b526b20dffd6009d45&id=b2841d32fb
https://www.firstchurchcambridge.org/events/
http://www.firstchurchcambridge.org

