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GATHERING

  VOLUNTARY
 
*CAROL 135                  Angels We Have Heard on High (verses 1 and 2)      
 
*GREETING                            Dan Smith 

*LIGHTING THE CHRISTMAS CANDLE                                                           Jaz Buchanan
      L:   The light of Christ!
      C:  Thanks be to God!

CONFESSING

  INVITATION TO CONFESSION               

  SILENCE  

  PRAYER OF CONFESSION                          Marianne Jensen
 L:   Let us pray for healing, pardon and peace.
 C:    Holy God, we confess
       that we move too quickly to the next thing,
       busy with lists of things to do, places to go, and people to see. 
           We are done with the old year and ready for a new one.
       On this second day of Christmas, slow us down.
       Let us linger in this Christmastide
       and at the threshold of a New Year,
       glad for the gift of Jesus,
       grateful for the simple pleasures of life,
       and focused on how we treat ourselves and others.
  Let these brightening days fill us with your love,
  that we may see your world illumined anew. Amen.
 
  DECLARATION OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS

 *GREETING OF PEACE
  Staying in place and observing social distance, share this good news wherever you are! 

Send it back to us! Share it with a neighbor! Send it to the world! 

*You are invited to stand. Hymns proceeded by a “C” are found in the beginning section of the hymnal. This section 
  contains hymns written and composed by current and past members of First Church in Cambridge.
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OPENING THE WORD
       
  READING                       Isaiah 52:7-10          Kate Layzer
    
  CAROL (insert)         Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light (verses 1 and 2) 
      
  READING                             Luke 2:1-7       

  CAROL 129   Of Eternal Love Begotten (verses 1 and 2)

  READING                           Luke  2:8-20                                                
            
  MUSICAL MEDITATION                               The Bells                                William Byrd

SHARING OUR LIFE TOGETHER

  ANNOUNCEMENTS
           
*CAROL 141                                    The First Nowell (verses 1 and 2)

  PRAYERS FOR CHURCH AND WORLD      
 L:  In peace, let us pray to God!
 C:  Lord, hear our prayer!
 L:  That the heart of the world might rejoice this day 
  at the birth of a merciful savior, let us pray to God!
 C:  Lord, hear our prayer!
 L:  That the work of justice may capture every human heart 
  and lead to peace, let us pray to God!
 C:  Lord, hear our prayer!
 L:  For an end to all war and violence, that all people may live in hope 
  and safety, so that free of fear we build a new tomorrow, let us pray to God.
 C:  Lord, hear our prayer!
 L:  For the health of the earth, and the integrity of all creation, 
  let us pray to God.
 C:  Lord, hear our prayer!
 L:  For the sick, the troubled, the sorrowing and the dying, that they may 
  know the comfort of God’s mercy, let us pray to God.
 C:  Lord, hear our prayer!
 L:  For our enemies and all who have done us harm, and for all whom we 
  have harmed, let us pray to God.
 C:  Lord, hear our prayer!
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 L:  For the church throughout the world, that we may love God, 
  God’s world and one another, welcome and serve all people 
  and show forth the mercy of Christ Jesus, let us pray to God.
 C:  Lord, hear our prayer!
 L:  And now, in the words our savior gave us, we make bold to pray together:
 
  THE LORD’S PRAYER
 (Please pray this prayer in words most meaningful to your heart.)        
 All:    Our Creator, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven
  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses
  as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
  and the glory forever. Amen.

GOING FORTH

*CAROL 134                                 Joy to the World! (verses 1 and 2)
 
*BENEDICTION             
   
            

Leading worship today are Senior Minister Dan Smith, Minister of Street Outreach Kate Layzer, 
Pastoral Associate Jaz Buchanan, Liturgust Marianne Jenson, and Director of Music Peter Sykes. 

The bulletin cover image is by Freddie Funck, youth group member.
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Do you want to know what events, programs and activites are coming up 
at First Church in the next few weeks? Use your phone’s camera to hover 
over the QR code marked “scan me;” this will take you to the Members & 
Friends page of our website, where you’ll find links to news, events, and 
more. For prayer requests, please visit the First Church List.

 You can scan these codes to connect with First Church via social media:

Give by 
Text

Give 
Online
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